
Answering Your Questions about Baptism 
 

Who Should be Baptized? 
 
Baptism is the public way of communicating that you are believer in Jesus 
Christ.  It is your opportunity to decisively profess faith in the life, death, 
burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Baptism throughout the New 
Testament is the way people advertised their faith to family and friends. 
 
Inside the pages of the Bible two things always go together - Belief and 
Baptism.  And they always go together in that order.  Belief in Christ first 
and then baptism.  Without exception, every time you read about someone 
being baptized in the New Testament, it was after they believed, after they 
had committed their heart to God, never before. 
 
Look at these examples: 
 
Acts 2:41  So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls. 
 
Acts 8:12  But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about 
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both 
men and women. 
 
Acts 8:36, 38  And as they were going along the road they came to some 
water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from 
being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went 
down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 
 
While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard 
the word.  “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  48 And he commanded them to be 
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for 
some days. 
Acts 10: 44, 47-48 
 
Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  31 
And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and 
your household.” 32 And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 
who were in his house.  33 And he took them the same hour of the night and 
washed their wounds; and he was baptized at once, he and all his family. 
Acts 16:30-33 
 



In Christianity, baptism is not intended to be a private experience.  When 
you found Christ as your personal Lord and Savior, this was no doubt, an 
intensely private experience.  But once you have entered the family of God, 
there is nothing private about it.  You are part of this wonderful thing called 
the Church, the Body of Christ, brothers and sisters related together in God’s 
family. 
 
What Does Baptism Mean? 
 
Jesus Christ commands baptism for every believer.  Therefore, a clear 
understanding of what baptism is and why it matters is essential.  Baptism 
does not save us from our sins. The only liquid in the Bible that saves is the 
blood of Jesus Christ.  Salvation is a gift provided by and secured through 
Christ’s work for us (Ephesians 2:8-10).  A person is baptized because they 
have been saved and they want to demonstrate their salvation.  In contrast, 
baptism is important because we see importance of baptism through Jesus 
Christ’s baptism. 
 
If baptism has no saving power, then what is the significance of baptism?  
Baptism has importance for every believer because of its frequent 
appearance in the New Testament (115 clear references).  First, baptism is a 
public declaration of one’s faith in the Lord Jesus Christ (see Who Should be 
Baptized?)  Next, baptism is a perfect illustration of what Christ has done for 
all sinners through His death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6:1-4).  
Baptism illustrates the new believer’s break with the past and the beginning 
of a new life, a resurrected life, through a new birth in Christ.  Consequently, 
baptism is a personal identification with Christ and with His Church 
(Galatians 3:27).  Baptism says, “I belong to Jesus Christ and I honor the 
witness and practice of His Church.” 
 
Baptism is the seal of our commitment to Christ, and it recognizes the 
responsibility of Christ’s Church to teach and practice this ordinance 
described in Scripture.  In many ways, baptism is like a wedding ring.  You 
can be married without a ring, but the ring reflects the commitment and 
alignment of your life to another.  Baptism is important for your identity with 
Christ as well as your obedience.  
 
How Should I be Baptized? 
 
Scripture is quite clear on the method of baptism.  Because baptism is an 
intended picture of our identification with Christ — that is in His death, burial 
and resurrection — any alteration of this picture would interfere with the 
intended message of baptism. 
 

http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=ephesians+2%3A8-10�
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=romans+6%3A1-4�
http://www.gnpcb.org/esv/search/?q=Galatians+3%3A27�


The word “baptize” is actually an adaptation of the Greek word baptizo given 
in the New Testament.  It is clear that this word most accurately translated 
means to “immerse,” “submerge,” or “to place under.”  Scripture tells us 
that when Jesus was baptized, He came up out of the water in Acts 8:36-39.   
 
When Should I be Baptized? 
 
You should be baptized immediately after you place your faith and trust in 
Jesus Christ.  This is the New Testament pattern (Acts 2:41).  Again, 
baptism should always follow salvation, never precede it.  The experience of 
baptism, no matter how sincere, is inadequate if it has occurred prior to your 
understanding of personal repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Therefore, if you were baptized prior to your salvation experience, you 
should follow Christ in baptism as a believer. 
 
Is Baptism Required for Church Membership? 
 
People come to First Baptist Church from denominations or church 
backgrounds that do not share our doctrines, beliefs or practices.  This is 
often true at the point of baptism as many other denominations believe far 
differently about baptism.  For this reason, we seek to offer clear instruction 
and assistance in following Christ in believer’s baptism.  Baptism is not a 
matter of personal preference, but a scriptural command.  Therefore, we 
believe the proper practice of baptism is important in the life of every 
member of our church.  At First Baptist Church, we require those who have 
not been baptized by immersion or come from a church background that 
does not share our view of the purpose and practice of baptism to be 
baptized. 
 
Our goal is not to question a person’s salvation experience or diminish his or 
her Christian heritage but to unite our membership in belief and practice. 
Obedience to Christ and His Word is the starting point for growth and 
fellowship together. 
 
What Do I Do Now? 
 
We welcome candidates for baptism at each Worship Service hour. You may 
schedule your baptism by contacting the Church Office at 479-474-1271 
where simple instructions will be provided.  On the day of your scheduled 
baptism, please arrive 30 minutes prior to the Worship Service.  At that 
time, a Minister will speak with you about your commitment to Christ, and 
provide brief instructions for the service to follow.  This is one of our 
greatest delights and privileges as a church. 
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